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Outline

• Overview

• Why do we conduct pretest?

• How to conduct pretest?

• Problems to avoid? 

• What the pretest does not guarantee?

• What to report about the pretest? 
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Overview

• Pilot test vs. pretest

• pilot test- small version of the large study

• pretest- pretesting the instrument, questionnaire as well as interview schedule
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Why do we conduct pretest/pilot test?
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Reasons for conducting pretest

•  advance warning about potential problems in the research project

•  Is it going to be too time consuming?

• Too costly?

• potential problems of non-responsive participants
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Reasons for conducting pretest

•  identifying which research protocols may not be followed

• meeting higher officials for permit?

• persons to write letter to?

•  how many towns/barangays/questionnaires do you expect to finish in a 
week or month

•  local politics issue- are lower level bureaucrats suppose to get permission 
to speak?   
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Reasons for conducting pretest

•  to determine if methods and instruments are appropriate or too complicated.

•  Is your data gathering method sufficient, do you need more secondary 
data before gathering primary data?

•  Is there no secondary data available for the primary data you need?

•  Is your questionnaire too long, too hard to understand?
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Reasons for conducting pretest

•  these reasons are true both for quantitative and qualitative data gathering 
methods.

•  in both data gathering methods you need to know in advance how you would 
go about gathering your data and how much time you may need to spend for 
the entire process
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How to conduct the pretest/pilot test?
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How to conduct pretest

•  start with conducting initial interview

•  the right offices, where can you find the list, then locate and visit

•  the right persons, where can you find the list, then locate and preliminary 
interview, accessible or not?
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How to conduct pretest

•  then focus on your questionnaire/interview guide 

• How will you arrange it?

• How will you distribute it?

•  note the response rate

• Are you getting the answers you are expecting with your kind of 
questions?
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Problems to avoid

•  to what extent can you combine pretest/pilot test data with your final data?

•  avoid contamination
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Problems to avoid

•  inclusion of data

• qualitative data needed in further improvement of final concepts/wording 
of the interview schedule may be incorporated (case to case basis

•  for example, fdg and interview pretest may show how some concepts are 
more important that the other
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Problems to avoid

•  avoid contamination  

• make sure that pretest site is not the same as the study site

•  take note of the proximity or geographic location and mobility of 
respondents

•  take note of hierarchies of people who will serve as your respondents  
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What the pretest does not guarantee?
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What pretest does not guarantee? 

•  the pretest can reduce error in the conduct of data gathering and reporting of 
data

•  allows for the development of process that is the most manageable 

•  structuring of instrument that has the least error, the most accuracy 
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What pretest does not guarantee? 

•  It does not guarantee the success of the entire research process.
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What to report or write about the pretest/pilot test?
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What to write about the pretest/pilot test?

• general conduct of the pretest, where, when, how?

• detail of improvements of the process and the questionnaire and explanation 
of why this is so

•  how data gathering and analysis in the pretest would help in improving data 
gathering and analysis in your actual study 
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Deadlines

• Hard copy of previous submissions? (by tomorrow Friday Sept. 23, 4 pm)

• Presentation for sample instrument, submit your printed sample instrument in 
the class or email it ahead, by sunday Sept 25. ( presentation Monday Sept. 
26.)

• Presentation for actual instrument (not scheduled yet)

•  reminder of backlog presentation


