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Overview

• The goal is to clarify the phenomenon of your interests by identifying its key 
concepts, definitions, components and relationships and laying it out in easily 
understandable graphic presentation. 

• This is illustrating how you think, or should think, about your topic, so far, in a 
single piece of paper.  

• Do not use Power Point! Show what the theory says not what manipulation of 
Microsoft Point can allow you to produce.  
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Locate yourself 

• No topic is too complex to not have a diagram that can fit in a single piece of 
paper. 

•  Its either you can’t understand what you need to do or you have not read 
enough of what you need to know for you topic. 

•  In both cases you don’t know where you are and where to go.  

• You are locationally challenged.
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Steps

1.  Clarify your phenomenon of interest. 

• Make sure it is the central phenomenon. Not what affects it yet, not what it 
is causing yet. 

• This is what your findings will tell you about later on. 

• Write it in ALL CAPITAL letters at the center of your paper. 
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Steps

2.  Identify your major concepts or categories.

• Make sure that they are conceptually distinct. 

•  If there are concepts with overlapping definitions, drop it or find a way to 
clarify the overlaps. 

•  If there are synonymous concepts, pick only one. You don’t need to clutter 
your paper with many concepts. 

• Make sure that what ever you write can be directly observed empirical or 
that there are clear empirical referents. 



7

Steps

3.  Lay down the relationships.

• What are the dependent variables and the independent variables? 

• What are the spurious variables and antecedent variables, if there are any? 

• Use arrows clearly and sparingly. Two directional arrows are confusing. 

• Do not write any concept or propose any relationship that is not or cannot 
be supported theoretically. 
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Steps

4.  Speculate expected result based on what you have diagrammed.

•  If measure for concept x will increase, this measure for concept y will also 
increase. 

• Derive the expected result only from what data you can gather and explain. 

•  Link back to the theoretical explanations in the literature. 
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Sample diagram A: ethnic studies,  you present this 
as a draft to illustrate the key relationships but you 

can just focus on an aspect of this, only few 
relationships."
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Sample diagram B:  Urban malnutrition
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Sample Diagram  C:  Presidential term 
limits and legislative party-system stability 
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Close

• Submit your work on top of my office table on or before the 5:30 pm bell.

• Write it in a one whole yellow paper.
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Next Meeting

• Research Design


