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University of the Philippines Visayas 

Division of Social Sciences 
College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Social Science 2 

(Social, Economic and Political Thoughts) 
 

 
If oxen and horses could draw and make statues as man do, oxen would 
draw the pictures of gods like oxen, and horses like horses. 

Xenophanes 
 
The more I make love, the more I make revolution. The more I make   
revolution, the more I make revolution, the more I make love. 

  
student protesters of 
May 68, France.  

  
      General Course Description:  

 
This course is a survey of social, economic and political thinkers from the classical to the 
modern period. 
 

      Course Objective:  
  

Why do you need to read long texts that are “hard to understand”? Are these texts, written 
centuries ago, still relevant to your daily life today? This class will be conducted under the 
premise that learning the ideas from these texts is a basic need, because you need to make sense 
of all the information that you absorb everyday and adopt a certain coherent framework or 
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Prerequisite: None Section: 8 Credits: 3 Units 
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philosophy to process them to become your “understanding” of what is happening and why it is 
happening in the society.  
 
You make choices, but before this you should know why you do so, still, before that you should 
ask whether these are really “choices” in the first place. Social, economic, and political thinkers 
deal with these problems in their works and, it is hoped, that you will learn from them.  
 
More specifically the class will endeavor to achieve the following objectives; 
 

1. to help the students understand and appreciate the important ideas of selected social, 
economic and political thinkers 

2. to enable the students to locate the ideas in their respective historical contexts 
3. to help the students understand the society’s evolution which produced the present social, 

economic and political condition or arrangement 
4. to use the ideas as guide in understanding and analyzing the present social, economic and 

political condition of the Philippines and the world 
 
     Assessment Scheme: 
 
     Assessment of students’ performance in this class will be based on the following; 
  

        Components Grade percentage 
      Class participation 20% 
      Quizzes and Assignments      20% 
      2 Long Examinations                        40% 
      Final Examination or activity 20% 
      Total grade 100% 

 
Class Participation: It is expected that students are prepared before coming to class every 
meeting. This means that you have read, reread, and comprehended, assigned reading/s before 
entering the class, or at least have tried your best to do so. Coming to class means that you are 
interested to contribute and learn in classroom activities. Participation in discussion means 
raising pertinent and well grounded points or questions and not merely reading the book in front 
of the course instructor and your classmates. Names will be called randomly, unless there are 
volunteers. It should be noted that class participation includes not only answering but asking 
pertinent and discussion worthy questions as well. You will also engage in informal debates and 
argumentation, therefore skills in construction, defense, and offense of argument is important. 
However, it is imperative that exchange of ideas should always be in a cordial manner. If you 
disagree with a certain idea or person, disagree in an agreeable manner.  
 
Quizzes and Assignments: Quizzes are not announced. These are given to check whether you 
have done your reading assignments or not. It is always in essay form. It is therefore implied that 
aside from your knowledge about the thinkers, written communication skill is also important.  

 
Long Examinations: After discussing the readings, students’ understanding and ability to analyze 
and evaluate the basic concepts and ideas of thinkers will be assessed in two or three long 
examinations. All examinations in this class will be in essay form thus it should be reiterated that 
not only knowledge about the ideas of the thinkers will be assessed but your ability to 
communicate your ideas as well. It is important that you know how to properly present your 
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ideas and to establish strong arguments to support it. It is also important that you will carefully 
understand the instructions in the examination. Not following the instruction will result to a 
grade of 5 for the exam. The coverage and schedule of exam will be announced in the class. 
  
Rating Scale and Grading Policy:  Since due dates are nonnegotiable no grade of “INC” will be 
given in this class. Those who are unable to submit the requirement/s in due time will have a 
corresponding grade of “5.0” for that specific component. Conversion of the percentage grade 
into the final grade will follow this matrix. 
 

Percentage Final Grade 
Equivalent 

100% 1.0 
95-99% 1.25 
90-94% 1.5 
85-89% 1.75 
80-84% 2.0 
75-79% 2.25 
70-74% 2.5 
65-69% 2.75 
60-64% 3.0 
55-59% 4.0 

54% and below 5.0 
 
      General Class Rules: 

 
Attendance and Tardiness:  Students with more than six unexcused absences will be 
automatically given a grade of five (5) unless he or she has formally dropped the course. It is 
your responsibility to apply for dropping if you have exceeded the limit of unexcused absences, 
not an Instructor’s prerogative. Arriving fifteen minutes (15 min.) after the start of the class is 
considered late. Arriving half an hour after the start of the class is considered absent. Three late 
marks is equivalent to one absent mark. 
 
Rule for Mobile Phones: Mobile phones should be set in silent mode inside the class. If you need 
to make an important SMS, MMS conversation, or Phone call, you should excuse yourself from 
the class and conduct your business outside.  
 
Due dates: Submission schedules for this class should be promptly observed. Late submissions 
of assigned works are not accepted. It will be helpful if you finish and print assigned papers at 
least 24 hours before the due. Be alert with any possible changes in schedules so you won’t be 
confused. Do not hesitate to ask the instructor if you feel uncertain. It is better to be sure than 
sorry.  
 
Class Discussion: Names will be called randomly. Once your name is called you have the right 
and the duty to contribute. Language is not a barrier for articulating ideas so long as mutual 
understanding is guaranteed. Being absent on the previous meeting/s means that it is your 
responsibility to review the discussion on the day/s when you were absent. You are an important 
participant in learning therefore your contribution in class room learning is highly valued. 
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Students’ Responsibility: It is expected that you are reading and understanding the literatures 
assigned to or pertinent with the topic before coming to class. The role of the instructor is only to 
facilitate in the birthing process of ideas and to assess students’ performance. Grades are not 
made but only calculated based on the set of given provided by the students’ performance. 

 
Course Schedule: The discussion will follow the outline. In case of any unforeseeable and 
unavoidable interruptions a make up class will be scheduled in a mutually convenient and 
feasible time and place.  
 
Academic Honesty: Plagiarism is a serious academic offense punishable by a grade of 5.0 or 
expulsion. You are expected to observe proper rules in citing sources and to provide appropriate 
credits to borrowed ideas. Cheating during examination and quizzes will also be subject to 
similar rule. 
 
Tips for better learning experience in this class: 

 
On dealing with the literature: Not all the literatures are easy to comprehend. In order to better 
understand what the philosophers mean you need to read and reread their works. Reading it once 
is definitely insufficient. It will also be helpful if you consult various sources for different 
interpretations of the text, but interpretation of other authors can’t substitute to the original text. 
The list of references provided in this outline is not exhaustive enough. The library has more 
books that could help you in achieving the objectives of this class. Always have with you a 
dictionary to help in defining words and concepts in the philosophers’ texts that are still 
unfamiliar to you. It is wrong to assume that by repeatedly reading a concept that you can’t 
understand you will get its meaning. Having such an assumption will hinder you to understand 
some key concepts that are being addressed in the texts. Remember that the goal of the class is to 
comprehend and analyze the theories and not just to repeat and reread it.  
 
On class room recitation: Make sure that when you raise a point it is well grounded. When asked 
to explain concepts do not simply repeat what the author said. Demonstrate your understanding 
by citing examples and cases relevant to the concept/s and restating it in your own words.   
 
  

 
Topic Outline 

 
June             Topic 
 
9 

 
I.  Introductory Discussion 
      1. the course outline  
      2. the overall conduct of the class 
      3. the concepts of social, economic and political 
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13, 16 and 20 

 
II. the Greek Thinkers 

1. Plato and The Republic 
      A. the concept of justice 
      B. the craft of ruling and the organization of the state 
      C. the three waves  

 
23, 27 and 30 

 
2. Aristotle and Politics 
      A. man as a political animal 
      B. the citizen and the good man 
      C. the best form of government 

July Topic 
 
4, 7 and 11  

 
III. Medieval Thinkers 

3. Augustine and The City of God  
      A. the tale of the two cities 
      B.  the relationship of the state and the church 
      C.  freedom in enslavement 
 

 
14 and 18 

 
4. Aquinas and Summa Theologica 
      A. relationship of religion and philosophy 
      B. on law 
      C. the need for human law 
 

 
21 and 25 

 
IV. Sixteenth through the Eighteenth Century Thinkers 

5. Machiavelli and The Prince  
      A. politics is pornography 
      B. the mind of a warrior  
      C. of love, fear and hate 
      D. the prince and the people    
       

 
28 

 
Review for the First Long Exam 

August 1 First Long Examination 
  
August Topic 
 
4 and 8 

 
6. Hobbes and The Leviathan  
      A. a war of all against all 
      B. the sovereign and the people 
      C. the danger of conscience, religion and private opinion 
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11 and 15 

 
7. Locke and Two Treatise of Civil Government   
      A. a state of perfect freedom, with war and inconveniences 
      B. the end of government and legislative supremacy 
      C. to rebel or not to rebel  
 

 
18 and 22 

 
8. Rousseau and The Social Contract 

           A. man as a noble savage 
           B. born free but everywhere in chain 
           C. to force one to be free 
 

 
25 and 29 

 
9. Smith and The Wealth of the Nation      
      A. on the division of labor 
      B. economic value 
      C. role of the government 

September Topic 
 
1, 5 and 8  

 
V.  Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 

10.  Marx and Engels and The Communist Manifesto 
      A. history of society as history of class struggle 
      B.  the dialectic method and the materialist conception of   
 history 
      C. the doom of capitalism and the withering away of the  
 state 
 

 
12 and 15 

   
11. Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil and thus spoke Zarathustra 

           A. the will to power 
           B. transvaluation of  values 
           C. worm..man……..and….the übermensch  
 

 
19 
 

 
Review for the Second Long Exam 

September 22      Second Long Examination  
 
To be 
arranged 
 

 
 Final Exam or Final Class Activity 
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Important reminder about the references: Not all of the references listed above are required 
references. Students are advised to consult other references so as not to be constrained by the 
limited number of copies of books in the library 
 
Other texts not listed here will be provided in class.  
 


